summit, where international governments came together to
agree to principles and global laws related with climate issues.
This treaty was aimed at reducing emission of GHGs in order to
combatglobalwarming.

This was followed by subsequent meetings of parties at Berlinin
1995, Geneva in 1996, Kyoto in Dec 1997 where most
industrialized nations agreed to legally binding reductions in
GHG emission of 6-8% below 1990 levels. Further meetings
held at Bonn in Nov '98, at Hague in Nov. 2000, at Marrakech,
Morocco in Nov 2001, New Delhi in Nov 2002. The Delhi
declaration on climate change and sustainable development
was adopted by countries with a focus on adaptation,
technology transferand capacity building.

Further meeting of intergovernmental parties was held at
Montreal in Nov 2005. The issues related with credit for carbon
‘Sinks', emission trading and clean development mechanism
(CDM) were also discussed which allow industrialized nations
to fund emission reduction activities in developing countries as
analternative to domestic emission reduction.

What Government Cando?

The Govt. can adopt a range of options, including the following
ones, for reducing GHG emissions in order to control the
scenario of global warming:

+  Setnewstandardsforenergy conservation.

+  Setstandards of emission on percapitabasis.

+  Promote use of renewable energy like solar power, wind
power, geothermal power efc.

«  Reduceoreliminate subsidy on coal, oil, fossil fuel etc.

«  Conservation and restoration of forests which serve
asimportant storehouse of carbon.

+  Negotiate with developed nations for transfer of
advanced energy efficienttechnologies.

+  Development and restoration of carbon capture and
storage technology.

+  Framing standards for atmospheric concentration for
individual GHGs.

«  Alternative power generation sources like nuclear and
hydelpowerplants.

+  Promoteresearch onmileageimprovementand cleaner
vehicles.

«  Policytoputacheckonpopulation explosion.

Whatan Individual cando?

An individual can play a key supporting role in minimizing the
problem of global warming. There are many steps that an
individual can take to go a long way towards reducing the use of

energy and hence emission of GHGs which resultantly reduces
global warming. Few simple actions that can make a big
difference are as follows:-

+ Useofenergy efficientappliances.

+  Prefersolarenergyathome and atworkplace.

+  Useofrecyclableand reusable products

»  Plant more trees and conserve the existing ones to
helpabsorbthe greenhouse gases.

»  Usemasstransitandpoolvehicles.

» Use of fuel efficient and catalytic converter based
automobiles.

+ Create awareness among community and other
targetgroups.

»  Optimum application of fertilizers and crop rotation to
reduce the N20 emission.
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